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rather than exact
property valuations.

Paxton is the Re-
publican nominee for
U.S. Senate in No-
vember. His Demo-
cratic opponent, James
Talarico, reported
considerably smaller
financial holdings.

Abbott pushes three-
year college degrees

Gov. Greg Abbott is
pushing legislation that
would require Texas
public universities to
offer three-year bach-
elor’s degree programs
as part of an effort
to reduce the cost of
earning a degree.

"The proposal would
require universities to
offer at least 10 degrees
that students could
complete with 90 credit
hours rather than the
120 hours generally
required for a four-year

bachelor’s degree.

"The Texas Higher
Education Coordinat-
ing Board has formed
working groups to
identify degree pro-
grams and high-de-
mand occupations that
could be suitable for
accelerated programs.

The Legislature
would have to approve
the proposal before
it could take effect.

State to end funding
for Flock cameras

Abbott has ordered
state agencies to stop
funding Flock cameras,
the Al-powered license
plate readers used
by law enforcement
agencies across Texas.

"The state has devot-
ed at least $30 million
from a $1 auto insur-
ance fee paid by Texans
to fund cameras along
streets and highways.
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not indicate that all
of INEC’s more than
24,000 meters or
members were affected.
Several details
remain unclear, in-
cluding when the
incident occurred,
when it was discov-
ered, how systems were
accessed and whether
billing, meter-reading
or other operational
systems were affected.
Separately, INEC
issued a statement
explaining high-
er-than-normal
summer bills and
estimated billing.
According to the
cooperative, some July
bills were estimated af-
ter the network used to
transmit meter readings
temporarily went out

of service. Estimates
were calculated using
historical usage. When
actual readings became
available in August, ac-
counts were reconciled,
with differences appear-
ing on August bills.
Some members also
had shorter-than-nor-
mal July billing pe-
riods followed by
longer August cycles.
JNEC said hot-
ter weather was the
primary contributor
to increased summer
bills, with greater
electricity consump-
tion needed to cool
homes and businesses.
"The cooperative
did not indicate in its
billing statement that
the meter-reading
network outage was
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lowing the loss.
Students, staff and
community members
are being encouraged
to wear purple Tues-
day, Sept. 1, in mem-
ory of the students.
Newton High
School will also host
Fields of Faith at 7
p.m. Wednesday, Sept.
2, at Singletary Sta-
dium. The program
will include a special
remembrance honor-
ing Beau and Kinden.
Community efforts
are also underway to
assist their families.
Individual donation
accounts have been

established in each
boy’s name at First
Financial Bank in
Newton, and a benefit
bake sale is scheduled
for Sept. 12 at 10 a.m.
on the Newton County
Courthouse square.

Funeral arrange-
ments have also
been announced.

A joint visitation
for Beau and Kinden is
scheduled for Saturday,
Sept. 5, beginning at
10 a.m. at First Baptist
Church in Newton.

Beau’s funeral ser-
vice is scheduled for 4
p.m. Saturday at Smith
Funeral Home, 305
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The technology
has faced increased
scrutiny over privacy
and potential misuse.
A Lufkin police officer
has been charged with
100 felony counts in-
volving alleged misuse
of Flock information,
and other investiga-
tions are underway.

Abbott spokesperson
Andrew Mahaleris said
state agencies are clar-
ifying that Texas funds
cannot be used to pur-
chase Flock cameras.

Gary Borders is a
veteran award-winning
"T'exas journalist. He
published a number of
community newspa-
pers in Texas during a
30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdo-
ches, Lufkin and Cedar
Park. Email: gborders@

texaspress.com

related to the reported
data security incident.
Members concerned
about their bills can
contact JNEC Member
Services at 409-423-
2241 or 800-231-9340.
"Those who received
data breach notifica-
tions should carefully
review the letter and
consider monitoring
their credit. Federal
consumer protection
guidance recom-
mends credit freezes
or fraud alerts when
sensitive identifying
information may have
been compromised.
JNEC is head-
quartered at 812 S.
Margaret Ave. in
Kirbyville and pro-
vides electric service
across five counties.

Houston St. in New-
ton, followed by burial
at Ford Cemetery.
Arrangements
shared for Kinden
also include services
Saturday followed
by burial at Hughes
Cemetery in Bon Wier.
Newton ISD said
the support shown to
its students and staff
has meant more than
words can express as
the community grieves.
“Students, staff, and
the Newton commu-
nity are encouraged
to wear purple,” the
district said, “as we re-
member our students.”

The Official "%
Butterfly Capital
of Texas

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASS

TexSCAN Week of
Aug. 30-Sept. 5, 2026

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 www.dental50plus.
com/txpress #6258

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or
prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy
customers. Call Audien, 1-855-717-9854.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-855-540-0154.

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-855-565-2452.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and
offer details.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes—
Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls.
In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty or Clean!
I PAY CASH. No Title — No Problem, we can apply
for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR Enterprises,
956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

this Public Hearing is concluded.

CITY OF KIRBYVILLE
PUBLIC NOTICE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

The City of Kirbyville invites all citizens to a Public Hearing at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 08,
2026, to review the performance and obtain comments regarding its 2023 Texas CDBG Program
Community Development Contract No.- CDW23-0285.

Disabled persons, or those who require auxiliary aids or services, who wish to participate in this
meeting should contact the City Secretary at: (409)-423-6191, at least two days before the
meeting to make arrangements, Written comments may be submitted or mailed to City Hall,
107 5. Elizabeth Ave., Kirbyville, Texas 75956, and will be accepted by the City of Kirbyville until

For more information concerning the City of Kirbyville's TCDBG Project and/or this Final Public
Hearing, please contact Erica Rogers, GrantWorks Inc., at (830) 237-8715.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY.
SUPPORTING OUR FUTURE.

x

Jasper County, Texas

Motice is hereby given that the Jasper County Commissioners Court will
hold a Public Hearing to receive comments from the public regarding a
proposal to conduct countywide voting for elections beginning in 2027,

The purpose of this hearing is to allow citizens the opportunity
to express their views on adopting the Countywide Polling
Place Program, which would allow registered voters to vote at
any Vote Center within Jasper County on Election Day,
rather than being assigned to & specific polling location.

September 28, 2026

10:00 A.M.

0 LOCATION:

Jasper County Courthouse
121 N Austin St. Rm. 112
Jasper, Texas 75951
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS FROM PAGE 4

All interested citizens are invited to attend and provide comments.,

# By order of the Jasper County Commissioners Court.

*

JASPER COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE
tel: 409-384-2632

Last Puzzle

Solution
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